CHAPTER IV
I REMAINED at Sor&ze till February 1799 ; J was then sixteen and a half years old. A friend of my father's, M. Dorignac, brought me to Paris, where we arrived on the night when the Odeon Theatre was burnt down for the first time. The blaze was to be seen reflected in the sky from a great distance on the Orleans road, and I quite believed that it was the natural glare of the street lamps of the capital. My family were living in the Eu-e du Faubourg Saint-Honor^, where I joined them the next morning. I have seldom had a happier day.
In the spring of 1799 the Republic was still in existence, the Government consisting of an executive Directory of five members, and two Chambers called ' Conseil des Anciens ' and * Conseil des Cinq Cents/ My father was intimate with many conspicuous people; I met at his house such men as Bernadotte, Joseph and Lucien Bonaparte, Napper Tandy (the leader of the Irish refugees), General Joubert, Cambac6r&s. In- my mother's company I often saw Madame Bonaparte, Madame de Condorcet, and occasionally Madame de Stael.
A month after I came to Paris a general election took place. My father, tired of the incessant worries of political life, and not liking to be debarred from a share in the great deeds of our armies, declined to stand again, and expressed his wish to re-enter active service. The course of events suited his purpose well. With the new Chambers came a change of Ministry. Bernadotte became War Minister, and promised my father a post with the Army of the Ehine. As he was about to start for Mainz, the news came of the defeat of the Army of Italy under General Scherer; and Joubert, then in command of the 17th division at Paris, was sent by, the Roman's sworn enemies. Bom Parks and the masters were in terror lest I should approve the Roman's conduct; but I said that a good citizen should never bear arms against his country, nor dream of revenging himself on her, however just grounds he might have for discontent. The representative was so pleased with my answer that he embraced me, and complimented the head of the college and Ms assistants on the good principles which tEey instilled into their pupils.
